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Letter

To the Editor

The recent article by Jentsch TJ (1) reports that, “the 
contention that lubiprostone activates ClC-2 [type 2 
chloride channels] is questionable …” Furthermore, it 
states that, “ClC-2 activation might rather be useful in 
diarrhea, but detrimental in obstipation.”

Subsequent to this review article, studies were 
published using HEK293 cells transfected with 
human ClC-2 in single channels. The results from 
these trials confirm that lubiprostone activates  
ClC-2 (2).

Lubiprostone is a prostone that has been extensively 
shown to treat constipation in well-controlled clinical 
trials involving thousands of humans (3,4). Lubiprostone 
received approval from the United States Food and Drug 
Administration in 2006 under the trade name AMITIZA® 

for the long-term treatment of chronic idiopathic consti-
pation in adults (5). The approved labeling specifically 
includes a contraindication to lubiprostone’s use in 
severe diarrhea.

The inference that lubiprostone might be useful in 
the treatment of diarrhea and contraindicated with con-
stipation is medically unsound.
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